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Welcome to another special edition of Distro, a series
of pages in which we’ll make your holiday dreams come
true. Okay, soit’snot quite as good as winningone of those
Toys ‘R’ Us contests that we somehow never got selected
for when we were younger (a real shame, as we spent
hours plotting our ideal trajectory through the aisles),

but read on through and
you’ll at least know what
things you should add to your
wish list this year. And, of
course, to your shopping list
for Black Friday.

Sadly, Black Friday seems
to have properly jumped the
shark. I blame the failing econ-
omy — and the coupon-crazed
eBayers who flipped their pur-
chases instantly, keeping hard-
working gadget lovers from get-
ting any good deals. What was
once a retail orgy of free-after-
rebate, high-capacity memory
cards and too-cheap-to-pass-
up off-brand digital cameras
has degraded into 20 percent
coupons on towels and $50
rebates on HDTVs priced so
cheaply to begin with that you
probably splurged long ago.

Cyber Monday is, of course,
where it’s at these days, and it

has a few distinct advantages —
but there’s one that stands out
in our minds: you don’t have to
leave home to get the best deals.
This means no 3AM wake-up
calls, no hugging XL cups of
Dunkin’ Donuts to keep warm
and no hours of small talk with
the Canadians who flocked
across the border to get in on

It's the most wonderful
shopping time of the year

editor’s letter

the deals after a holiday that,
for them, already happened
months before. As I write that,
though, I can’t help but think
that people in other, warmer
parts of the world probably
have things a little easier.
Whatever gadget you're look-
ing for this shopping season
(within reason) we’ve got some
advice for you. Naturally we’ve
spent all year tinkering and toy-
ing with the best and worst and
we’d like nothing better than to
steer you toward the good and
away from the bad. So, flip on
through and see the best desk-
tops, laptops, smartphones,
cameras, docks, e-readers, tab-
lets and more, all analyzed and
categorized for your upcoming
ho-ho-holiday shopping spree.
But keep an eye on those prices,
as they’re likely to change. [

TIM STEVENS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF,
ENGADGET
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ACCESSORIES



As any technophile will tellyou, accessories make the getup when
It comes to complementing your favorite gadgets. Whether you're
decking out a smartphone, computer, tablet, gaming system or
just looking for some good old-fashioned holiday kicks, we're
here to help you pick from our favorite accessories of 2011. Read

on to find out which ones made the “Nice” list. — LyDIA LEAVITT

Stocking stuffers that aren’t coal

Logitech Tablet Speaker for iPad

The holidays are all about festivity, which is why it’s key to have some speak-
ers on hand in case a roaring sing-along of Deck the Halls ensues. Enter the
Logitech Tablet Speaker for iPad, a portable set of speakers that clips onto the
slate, enabling the ultimate dance party in stereo sound. With an eight-hour
rechargeable battery, the tunes will be flowing (much like the champagne) all
the way into the new year and hopefully... beyond.

on Amazon BUY NOW


http://www.amazon.com/Logitech-Tablet-Speaker-iPad-984-000193/dp/B005EWB37S/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

EX3D glasses

For those who wouldn’t be caught dead in stan-
dard-issue 3D glasses — even in the dark— there’s
EX3D’s line of fashionable eyewear to be worn in
pitch black. Perfect for date night at the movies
or at home with your 3D TV, these babies will
certainly help you stand out from the crowd —
when the lights are on, at least.

appBlaster AR gun

Ready to take Alien Attack for iOS to the next
level? Toss your iPhone into the appBlaster.
Once your iPhone or iPod Touch is secured
in the AR shooter, all it takes is a touch of
the capacitive pads or a pull of the trigger to
cause serious space destruction.

@ on Amazon BUY NOW



http://www.amazon.co.uk/No1GS-Production-Appblaster-Apptoyz-Interactive/dp/B005HDG7DO/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.ex3d.com/product_grid.php?view_all=yes

Mid-range gifties

Aviiq Portable Charging Station

On days when you’re forced to leave the comfort of
your Snuggie and venture into the outside world,
it’s important to keep your gadgets juiced at all
times, and the Aviiq Portable Charging Station
should do the trick. The tablet-sized travel case
features three USB power ports, capable of charg-
ing devices ranging from a smartphone to a music
player or even an iPad from a single outlet, so you
can rest assured you’ll never be left powerless in
public again — as long as an outlet is near.

on Amazon = =000

You might also like...

Zotac DisplayPort

It may not look too glamorous, but
when functionality is key, there’s the
Zotac DisplayPort, which turns any
DisplayPort or Mini DisplayPort into
a dual-HDMI hookup. With support
for two 1920 x 1080 displays, you can
watch Rudolph on two screens at the
same time.



http://www.amazon.com/Aviiq-AVCS4HUBGR-Portable-Charging-Station/dp/B005KSVU8S/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.newegg.com/Product/Product.aspx?Item=N82E16812500001&nm_mc=KNC-GoogleAdwords&cm_mmc=KNC-GoogleAdwords-_-pla-_-NA-_-NA

BookBook IPhone 4 case

For the Ron Burgundy types, who
prefer to fill their living rooms with
rich mahogany and many leath-
er bound books, there’s Twelve
South’s BookBook iPhone 4 case.
Protecting your smartphone and
doubling as a wallet, the vintage
fixture gives the illusion that you're
reading a book, even if you're really
playing Angry Birds.

on Amazon BUY NOW

Mo’ money mo’ problems

Burton Mix Master
Gloves

There’s nothing worse than exposing
your digits to frosty temperatures
while switching between jams on the
slopes, which is why Burton’s hooking
you up with its Mix Master gloves. By
embedding a wireless remote within,
skiers or snowboarders can control
their i0S devices wirelessly without
being forced to face the elements.
Although the price tag may seem a
bit steep, Burton gloves do have a
stellar reputation, and of course, life
is always better with a playlist.


http://www.theskibum.com/PAOFADJGBOJCHLJM/product?ad_id=GoogleBase
http://www.amazon.com/Twelve-South-BookBook-iPhone-4/dp/B005FEP6GE/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Hori PS3 Tactical Assault
Commander 3

When you're just plain sick of all that holi-
day glitter, perhaps it’s time to invest in
something a little more hard, like the Hori
PS3 Tactical Assault Commander 3 gam-
ing keyboard and mouse. Designed specif-
ically for the PS3, this combo will enhance
your gaming chops with adjustable mouse
sensitivity and a re-mappable keyboard
that remembers your choice settings every
time you sit down to play.

on Amazon BUY NOW

Maxell Maxsound Soundbar Tabletop Speaker

The Maxwell Soundbar Tabletop Speaker not only looks cool as a cucumber, but
also promises to amplify your favorite carols with a stereo kick thanks to a built-
in woofer and two dynamic speakers. Strong enough to hold 55 Ibs. of flat-panel
TV goodness, the speakers will hold up to something as big as the old tube and as
small as a smartphone, tablet or any other musical device.

P on amaon

end.



http://www.amazon.com/dp/B005K4TWVY/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Maxell-SSB-1-Maxsound-Soundbar-Subwoofer/dp/B005TH9Q3Q/&tag=engadget11-20

AGS &
RAR2S



Santa may be able to toss a few thousand laptops in his bright red
sack with nary a scratch to be seen — but you sure can’t. You'll
want to keep those goods sparkly and new for as long as possible,
and that's what these gift selections are all about — getting your
tech from A to B in the safest, most stylish way possible. There's
plenty of choice for transporting your goodies, ranging from the
bland to the bizarre, from rucksacks to courier bags, silicone to

silk — there Is literally something for everyone. Finding a one-
size-fits-all solution is going to be nigh on impossible, but we're
hopeful that what we've got here will be just the ticket to re-wrap
what you just unboxed. — JAMES TREW

Thule Crossover 25 liter

Years of making tough auto roof boxes means
Thule knows a thing or two about shifting
your valuables. When you’re high-tailing it
across town, be it to a meeting, school or just
to a friend’s flat, the Crossover Backpack is
your guy. Built-in Macbook and smartphone
pockets keep your vital gear safe, while the
capacious main compartment and uncom-
promising quality make it a great all-rounder
that should last for many more holidays to
come.

Key specs:
25 liter capacity, crush-proof SafeZone,
integrated laptop compartment.



http://www.amazon.com/Thule-Liter-MacBook-Backpack-Black/dp/B005HIR9WM/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Kata KT D 3N1-30

An Engadget favorite for some time, if this bag
doesn’t have a compartment for it, you don’t
need it. Slide round and wear the Kata in its
sling position for quick-fire grab-and-go access
to your gadgets.

on Amazon BUY NOW

OverBoard 25 liter
backpack

If you're the adventurous type, or just
like to feel like you are, this waterproof
rucksack from OverBoard will at least
keep your pressies dry while you enjoy
the great — but wet — outdoors.

@ on Amazon BUY NOW



http://www.amazon.com/Kata-KT-D-3N1-30-Sling-Backpack/dp/B001BP1YEE/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Overboard-Liters-Premium-Waterproof-Backpack/dp/B001FOQT5K/&tag=engadget11-20

Timbuk2 The Snoop

Part camera bag, part messenger, we
love the versatility of The Snoop. We
find the numerous compartments to be
ideal for packing in your phone, PMP,
batteries, cables or whatever else you
might be hauling, without resulting in
a chaotic mess just five steps into your
journey. The tough nylon finish and
padding where it matters make this light
and comfortable, even on long treks
across town. All this function doesn’t
come at the expense of form either, as
in our opinion, The Snoop is as hand-
some as it is useful.

Key specs:

Available in different sizes and colors,
camera bag storage with messenger bag
looks.

Lowepro Sling bag

Messenger bags

from on Amazon | =l

You might also like...

Sleigh bells ring, are you listening, with
this bag, you’ll be slinging... Small,
tough and generally better than our
carol singing, this nifty option from
Lowepro somehow lets you cram a lot
into not a lot of space. Slash pockets
keep your around-town essentials close
at hand.

@ on Amazon | =000



http://www.amazon.com/Timbuk2-Camera-Messenger-Cement-Medium/dp/B0059AYA84/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1321296774&sr=8-2&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Lowepro-Passport-Sling-Camera-Black/dp/B0039NLS4C/&tag=engadget11-20

Rothco Battlefield Messenger

Sometimes a high-tech problem requires a low-

tech solution, and we love the idea of this medic
bag ‘coming to the rescue’. The canvas finish
adds a little analog flavor to your digital world,
and that’s not the only thing that’s classic - at

just $18, so is the price.

on Amazon = 10/

Gadget cases

on Amazon

BUY NOW

@

Otterbox Reflex series

We've had our eye on Otterbox for sometime,
and their Reflex range is doing it for us right now.
When you've just peeled off the cellophane from
a shiny new smartphone, you don’t want it look-
ing worn after a few thigh-rubbing trips in your
pocket, do you? We find the Reflex range gives all
the protection of a rugged case, without the need
for a can-opener to get it out again. Just slide the
bottom half off and your phone is dock-friendly
again, clip it back on once you’'re done. Perhaps
above all else, we've seen many gadget crises
averted thanks to the toughness of an Otterbox,
so it’s no surprise that these are pretty high on
our ‘must-have’ list.

Key specs:

Easy to install / uninstall, allows for easy
docking, rugged style protection.



http://www.amazon.com/Rothco-BATTLEFIELD-MESSENGER-MEDIC-BAG/dp/B000MIQCDY/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/OtterBox-Reflex--Case-iPhone-Black/dp/B004T9EFKE/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Nixon Horween Edition

Sometimes we like to enjoy the finer things in
life, and this luxurious leather iPad satchel from
Nixon feels as good as it looks. If Bond carried a
tablet, he’d probably roll with it in this. Will you
spy it under the tree this year?

from on Nixon | =100 10

Verso Prologue for
Kindle Fire

Nothing like a good book makes a Kin-
dle look like a good book. Make sense?
No? This smart case from Verso brings
that leather-bound feel to an otherwise
digital tome. Ron Burgundy would be
proud.

onAmazon | 000

end.


http://www.amazon.com/Verso-Prologue-Cover-Kindle-Fire/dp/B005I6EU7U/&tag=engadget11-20
http://uk.nixonnow.com/headphones/




With cameras popping up on tablets, smartphones and even Blue-
tooth headsets, there's a fairly good chance that there’'s already
a device In your pocket capable of shooting high-res stills and HD
video. But even with popular apps like Instagram on-board, mo-
bile devices still can’'t match the versatility and image quality of a
dedicated snapper. If you're looking to hide a new point-and-shoot
under the tree this year, there are plenty of great options to con-
sider, for any budget. So clear off the memory card and get ready
for our top picks that will deliver —and capture — plenty of holiday
cheer. — ZACH HONIG

On the cheap

Panasonic Lumix DMC-FH25

A 16.1 megapixel sensor, 28mm wide-angle 8x
zoom lens, optical image stabilization and 720p
video to boot for just a couple hard egg nogs
above $100? Yeah, we’ll take ten. With such a
robust feature set and low price tag, it’s no sur-
prise that the DMC-FH25 is one of Panasonic’s
best-selling models so far this year — and it’s
sure to be a hit through the holiday season as
well. It won’t blow you away with record perfor-
mance, but it’s an excellent choice for anyone
on a budget — and it comes in fun colors, too!

Key specs:
16.1 megapixel CCD sensor, 8x optical zoom,
720p / 24fps HD video.

@ on Amazon



http://www.amazon.com/Panasonic-DMC-FH25A-16-1MP-Digital-Stabilized/dp/B004NBZAOI/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Sony Cyber-shot DSC-WX9

Budget shoppers don’t need to compromise
much with the Sony WXo9. This compact cam
packs a 16.2 megapixel CMOS sensor, 5x wide-
angle zoom lens, 10fps full-res burst capture
and 10801 HD video. And if you're super-quick
with the unboxings, you may even be able to
snap Santa’s post-drop escape in glorious 3D.

@ on Amazon | 10/ )

Canon PowerShot
ELPH 300 HS

When friends ask which point-and-shoot
to buy, we typically recommend a Canon
PowerShot, regardless of their budget.
And you can’t go wrong with this sub-
$200 snapper, which sports a 12 mega-
pixel CMOS sensor, 1080p video and an
impressive wide-angle 24mm 5x zoom
lens with optical image stabilization.

Li bzl on Amazon | :10 )



http://www.amazon.com/Sony-Cyber-Shot-DSC-WX9-Vario-Tessar-Wide-Angle/dp/B004H8FNJY/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Canon-PowerShot-ELPH-300-HS/dp/B004J41T7Q/&tag=engadget11-20

Canon PowerShot S100

The S100 is in good company — its
predecessor, the Sg95, sat in this exact
spot in our Back to School guide, but if
you didn’t pull the trigger on Canon’s
top-of-the-line point-and-shoot at that
point, you're in for a treat. This year’s
compact has a nearly identical foot-
print, but boosts the optical zoom from
3.8x to 5%, while maintaining an f/2.0
maximum aperture, for excellent snaps
in terrible light with a fair amount of
creamy bokeh to boot. You’ll also find
a full range of advanced shooting fea-
tures, including a manual mode and
RAW capture, along with a new 12.1
megapixel CMOS sensor, 3-inch dis-
play and GPS functionality.

Key specs:
12.1 megapixel CMOS sensor, 5x opti-
cal zoom, f/2.0 lens, 1080p HD video.

on Amazon

Samsung MV800

This clever hinged-screen cam has a
3-inch touchscreen that flips 180 de-
grees to face front, letting you take ad-
vantage of the full display for self-por-
traits and videos. Flipping it up halfway
lets you frame shots from above, or
turn the 16.1 megapixel camera upside-
down for overhead shots.

@ on Amazon



http://www.amazon.com/Canon-PowerShot-S100-Digital-Stabilized/dp/B005MTME3U/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005IQGUHS/&tag=engadget11-20

Fujifilm X10

The Fuyjifilm X100 was a hit
with reviewers, but its $1400
price tag and fixed lens made
it impractical for those without
deep pockets. Its new sibling,
the X10, sports a 4x f/2-2.8
zoom lens and a cheaper price
tag, but lacks the APS-C sen-
sor of the older model. Still,
its speedy lens and gorgeous
rangefinder-like design make
this hardy cam a win in our

book.

Interchangeable lens

LI on Amazon

G010} on Amazon

Sony Alpha NEX-C3 with 18-50mm
f/3.5-5.6 lens

We're still just as smitten with Sony’s entry-level
mirrorless cam as we were during the review earli-
er this year, with the ILC earning a permanent spot
in our trade show kit (and our hearts — no, really).
It serves us quite well when shooting hands-ons,
but is also our top pick for personal travel and ca-
sual shooting. It’s not powerful enough to use as
a primary cam for pros, but for everyone else, the
NEX-C3 is worthy of your consideration, even if
you’ve saved up enough for a more expensive (and
heavier) DSLR kit. We really can’t say enough good
things about this camera.

Key specs:
16.2 megapixel CMOS sensor, 720p video, 3-inch
articulating LCD


http://www.amazon.com/Sony-Compact-Interchangeable-Digital-18-55mm/dp/B0054I54F4/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Fujifilm-X10-Digital-Camera-f2-0-f2-8/dp/B005KBB79C/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Canon EOS-1D X

It won’t be available until next
year, so youll need to draw
up an IOU if you want to gift
Canon’s EOS-1D X, but this 18
megapixel monster will likely
be crowned king of the jungle
come 2012. Canon’s latest full-
frame flagship will be worth
the wait, if not the estimated
$6,800 price tag.

Nikon D7000 with
18-105mm f/3.5-5.6 lens

Its price has dropped just $70 since
the fall, but the 16.2 megapixel D7000
is still our top DSLR pick from Nikon.
There’s also 1080p video capture,
39-point autofocus, a wide-view 3-inch
LCD, and a top ISO sensitivity of ISO
25,600.

on Amazon BUY NOW



http://www.amazon.com/Nikon-D7000-DX-Format-3-0-Inch-18-105mm/dp/B0042X9LCO/&tag=engadget11-20

NDESKTOPS



Just because most folks have moved onto lighter and more portable play-
things doesn’'t mean there aren’t those of you that still enjoy some good
old-fashioned “real computing” — you know, of the immovable persuasion.
We jest, as despite their waning sales, desktops still serve an important
role in the PC market, especially for those of you serious about all-out
performance or a no-frills experience. And, while the pace of innovation
In @ once burgeoning category has slowed to a consolidated tranquil pace,
there are still some hotspots of innovation — especially around all-in-ones
and high-end gaming solutions. As you mavericks press on, so will we, so
join us as we suggest some of our favorite desktops for your holiday pe-
rusal. — DANTE CESA

Dell Inspiron One

Though it may not be what we’d call powerful in its
base incarnation, you can’t fault Dell for the Inspiron
2320’s clean looks and low starting price. Seven
Benjamins nets you an all-in-one rocking a 23-inch
display, replete with 4GB of RAM and a 500GB hard
drive. Pricier configs wield touchscreens, HD web-
cams and scrap the budget Pentium for more brawny
Core series processors. If you've got a penchant for
speed, the $1,399-range topper awaits with its Core
i7 married to 8 GB of RAM, NVIDIA’s GeForce GT
525M and a Blu-ray burner, which should be able
to handle what you’ll hurtle its way. But before you
pull out that plastic, do note: USB 3.0 is nowhere to
be found, and — despite us wishing it wasn’t so —
all variant ship with Windows 7 Home, not Profes-
sional.

Ll and up from Dell

On the cheap



http://www.dell.com/us/p/inspiron-one-2320/fs

You might also like...

HP Pavilion 55

HP’s Slimline S5 packs quite a potent punch
despite its diminutive looks. This little number
can be stuffed with up to 8GB of RAM, 2TB of
storage and a quad-core Core i7. While it isn’t
made of svelte aluminum like its counterpart
below, even the base config comes with a key-
board, mouse and optical drive — proving that
miniature and cheap doesn’t have to be barren.

and up from HP

@ BUY NOW

on the cheap

Mac Mini

The Mac Mini’s still the cheapest way to get on the OS X train — and this year
Thunderbolt’s on-board. We're still smitten with its unibody design, which finally
houses a processor from this decade. Yet, we find it egregious to demand users
bring keyboards and mice to a computer that costs more than half a grand in 2011.
And expect to shell out an additional $79 for an external Superdrive.

) onsnaor



http://www.amazon.com/Apple-MC815LL-Desktop-NEWEST-VERSION/dp/B004YLCLM6/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.shopping.hp.com/webapp/shopping/series_can.do?storeName=computer_store&landing=desktops&a1=Category&v1=Slim+and+sleek&jumpid=in_R329_prodexp/hhoslp/psg/desktops/Slim_and_sleek

Mid-range

Samsung Series 7

While it might be down on graphical brawn,
it’s certainly not lacking originality. Marking
the first time an all-in-one from Samsung has
made it stateside, the 23-inch LED-powered
beaut is unique in its ability to fold completely
flat. Available in two SKUs, you're looking at
either Core i3 or i5 internals coupled with 1TB
of storage and Intel’s integrated graphics. But
unlike in many of its contemporaries, you’ll
find USB 3.0 support, although you’ll only get
one port. Oh and that panel? It’s a touchscreen,
so it won’t be long before you're swiping on the
custom touch layer, at radical oblique angles.

L1208 and up from Best Buy

You might also like...

Maingear Vybe

No-one said fast had to be svelte. While some
of you might appreciate its utilitarian chic
looks, we're after the Vybe Super Stock’s
vigor. Performance ranges from “good” (with
the stock Core i5 and a GTX 450) to “awe-
some,” with an overclocked 4GHz Core i7 and
dual GeForce GTX 570s in SLI. Just promise
you’ll leave us some Kills, okay?

G120 and up from Maingear



http://www.bestbuy.com/site/Samsung+-+All-In-One+Computer+/+Intel%26%23174%3B+Core%26%23153%3B+i3+Processor+/+23%26%2334%3B+Display/3424662.p?id=1218401492145&skuId=3424662
http://www.maingear.com/custom/desktops/vybe/customize.php

Toshiba DX735

If you're looking for a little more
“TV” from your all-in-one, the
DX735 might be up your alley. The
23-inch touchscreen features mul-
titouch and is powered by Intel’s
Core i5 or i7. Turn it around, and
youll find a lone USB 3.0 port
and a neighboring HDMI input —
allowing it to double as a miniature
boob tube.

Llle Pl and up from Best Buy

Money’s no object

Apple iIMac

While it’s no longer the freshest desktop
on the block, there’s no denying it isn’t
the benchmark — at least when it comes
to details like fit and finish. Like the
rest of Cupertino’s meticulously-crafted
lineup, the iMac is carved out of a single
piece of aluminum and then fused with
tiber-reflective glass. You'll find roughly
the same sorts of specs on the 21- or
27-inch variants, but those looking for
a touchscreen, Blu-ray or USB 3.0 sup-
port ought to look elsewhere. But, hey,
at least its got Thunderbolt, right?

@ and up from Amazon | =107



http://www.amazon.com/Apple-MC309LL-21-5-Inch-Desktop-VERSION/dp/B004YKXGIK/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.bestbuy.com/site/Toshiba+-+All-In-One+Computer+/+Intel%26%23174%3B+Core%26%23153%3B+i5+Processor+/+23%26%2334%3B+Display/3424635.p?id=1218401500789&skuId=3424635&st=toshiba%20dx735&cp=1&lp=1

You might also like...

HP TouchSmart 620

If you've always wanted your all-in-one to have
a little more 3D, the search ends here. The 620
is a rehash of its predecessor — theTouchSmart
610 — and that’s a good thing, as the stellar,
tiltable 23-inch 1080p panel carries over from
its predecessor. HDMI didn’t make the cut, but
who'll notice that while you’re taking 3D snaps
of yourself wearing those active shutter glasses
that come in the box.

from P

Digital Storm Ode Level 3

We know, we know. You can build some-
thing more powerful for less dough, but
not everyone wants to roll their own.
Boasting an overclocked 4.7GHz Core
i7, dual NVIDIA GeForce 570GTX’s in
SLI, complete with 8GB of RAM, the
Ode Level 3 means business. Still not
sold? Well how about that trick white
case? We think it’s pretty rad.

@ on Digital Storm | =1l 1))

end.


http://www.shopping.hp.com/store/product/product_detail/QU138AA%2523ABA
http://www.digitalstormonline.com/comploadode.asp?id=566405

DOCKS



Tis the season to go shopping and slightly broke! Unless you're
living off the grid, you can’t escape the marketing merriment
amping up the arrival of that most wonderful time of year. You
know, the onewhere loved onesrunthemselves ragged skipping
from store to store in an attempt to find that gift that screams,
‘| care.” We know it can get hectic and the options overwhelm-
Ing, but for the music aficionado on your list, you can't go wrong

with a speaker dock. Lucky for you, we've whittled down the
dizzying digital audio offerings into a handy guide fit for the fru-
gal and lavish alike. — JOSEPH voLPE

On the cheap

Yamaha PDX-11

Need to blast those beats as you strut in style
through the streets? Yeah, Yamaha’s got you
covered with a speaker dock for iPods and
iPhones that looks like a drum and bangs
out thumping bass. This portable piece of
octagonal audio comes ruggedized, so you
won’t have to worry too much when “band
practice” gets out of hand. Oh, and it’s got a
3.5mm jack that should play nicely with any
other PMPs you happen to be packing.

Key specs:
Ruggedized, 4-inch woofer, 1 and 3/8-inch

tweeter, battery-powered, remote control,
weighs 4.8 pounds.

on Amazon


http://www.amazon.com/Yamaha-PDX-11BL-Portable-Player-iPhone/dp/B005YXXTZG/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1320927453&sr=8-1/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

CableJive dockBoss+

Jumped ship from the iPod bandwagon?
Good thing then that CableJive whipped up
this converter solution. Pairing a micro-USB
and audio plug with a 30-pin adapter, this
alt-dock lets you make the most of your one-
time, Apple-only stereo.

from @ on Amazon BUY NOW

JBL On Stage Micro lll

Interesting design at a sub-$100 price point?
JBL’s nailed that one on the head with this
AAA-powered, ultraportable speaker that’ll
eke out a full 24 hours worth of jams before
calling it quits.

on Amazon BUY NOW



http://www.amazon.com/CableJive-dockBoss-Smart-Adapter-iPhone/dp/B004UG7RQ0/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1320927039&sr=8-1/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/JBL-Stage-Portable-Loudspeaker-iPhone/dp/B003Y3BFB8/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1320935024&sr=8-1/&tag=engadget11-20

Mid-range

Philips Fidelio AS891

Do Androids dream of high-fidelity sound? Why yes, they do, and Philips has seen
fit to adapt its line of audio docks to accommodate the Googlefied handset power-
ing your tunes. Whether you’re a portrait or landscape fan, the micro-USB con-
nector here will adapt to that orientation, syncing up your library of songs with
the aid of trusty ‘ol Bluetooth and a dedicated app.

Key specs:
FlexiDock for portrait or landscape orientation, USB port for charging, remote
control, Bluetooth, weighs 7.2 pounds.

on Amazon

JVC UX-VJ3

Need a home for that collection of iOS de-
vices? JVC’s created an all-in-one station
that does the double duty of seating and
streaming music from both your iPad and
iPhone / iPod, if you're so inclined.

@ on Amazon



http://www.amazon.com/Philips-AS851-37-Fidelio-Docking/dp/B005HY4UH8/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1320927484&sr=8-3/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/JVC-UXVJ3B-iPhone-System-30-Watt/dp/B005AWYG2Q/&tag=engadget11-20

Soundfreaq SFQ-1

This sleek and stylish
Sound Stack for audio-
philes streams your loss-
less AAC tracks and even
offers an old-school FM
tuner, courtesy of a free
Android / iOS remote app.

@ on Amazon

Money’s no object

Harman Kardon MS 150

There’s no elegance to Harman Kardon’s chunky bad boy, just pure audio power
and an open invitation to the music source of your choice. The MS 150 packs a CD
player, FM radio tuner and iPhone / iPod dock alongside a bevy of auxiliary in-
put options, so you’ll never be at a loss when it’s time to pump up the impromptu
dance party jams. Sure the $599 price tag might sting a little, but that’s why they
call it the “gift of giving.”

Key specs:
Dual 30W subwoofers, universal docking station, slot-loading CD player, FM ra-

dio tuner, Bluetooth, weighs 18 pounds.
LN on Amazon



http://www.amazon.com/Soundfreaq-Platform-Bluetooth-Wireless-System/dp/B004E0ZLZQ/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1320927160&sr=8-1/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Harman-Kardon-MS-150-Stereo/dp/B005EZ10QO/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1320927096&sr=8-1/&tag=engadget11-20

Sony RDP-X500iP

The company once synonymous
with portable audio has opened
up its sound dock gate to make
way for a certain “magical” slate.
Sony’s also jazzed this system
up with magnetic fluid speakers
and Clear Phase DSP wizardry —
whatever that means.

on Amazon

end.

JBL On Air
Wireless AirPlay

Because docks and wires are so yes-
terday, JBL’s AirPlay-enabled sonic
stand offers an optional wireless con-
nection that bridges to your Apple
wares, freeing you to play DJ from any
room in the house.

@ on Amazon



http://www.amazon.com/Sony-RDPX500iP-Dock-iPod-iPhone/dp/B005NGOPSY/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1320927431&sr=8-1/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/JBL-On-Air-Wireless-JBLONAIRWBLKAM/dp/B004UHYYAG/&tag=engadget11-20

E_-READERS



The e-reader space is really — if you'll pardon the expression — heating up just in
time for the holiday season. Industry leader Amazon dropped the gauntlet yet again,
with the introduction of three new devices, including the entry-level fourth genera-

tion Kindle (which starts at an enticing $79 for the ad-supported version) and the

Kindle Fire, which is helping to further blur the lines between the e-reader and tab-
let worlds. Not to be outdone, Barnes & Noble, Kobo and Sony are also offering up
impressive new devices for the holiday season. All in all, there’s never been a more

exciting time to give the gift of reading. — BRIAN HEATER

Stocking stuffer

Amazon Kindle (2011)

At $79 for the ad-supported version, this is the device
that will finally get plenty of holdouts to bite the
e-reader bullet. It’s also a great price for those looking
for an affordable gadget gift. The fourth-generation
Kindle carries on Amazon’s tradition of delivering solid
hardware, with a six-inch Pearl E Ink display, a zippy
processor and a slim body — though there are certain
sacrifices here, namely the lack of a touchscreen and
keyboard. If you're in the market for either of those,
Amazon has you covered with the Kindle Touch and
the Kindle Keyboard (the re-branded third-generation
model). For most, however, typing is secondary func-
tionality on a reader and the physical page buttons on
either side of the display will likely suffice. For those
looking for a truly inexpensive option, however, the
latest Kindle can’t be beat.

Key specs:
Six-inch Pearl E Ink display, 2GB of storage, 800MHz. on Amazon


http://www.amazon.com/Kindle-Wi-Fi-Ink-Display-Screensavers/dp/B0051QVESA/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Barnes & Noble Simple Touch

When it first hit the market earlier this year, Barnes
& Noble’s touchscreen reader quickly became one
of our favorite devices, featuring a great form fac-
tor and some excellent social networking features.
The company made the package even sweeter ear-
lier this week, dropping the price by $40 and rolling
out a software upgrade that increased battery life,
page turn rate and made the display a bit crisper.
And, as Barnes & Noble put it, “best of all, no ads.”

at Barnes & Noble

Mid-range

Sony Reader WiF|

Sony’s been in the e-reader game for some time now, but has
failed to make much of a splash against the likes of Amazon
and Barnes & Noble — at least here in the States. The con-
sumer electronics giant has a real winner on its hands this
time out, however. The lightweight Reader WiFi packs in all
manner of cool features, including pinch-to-zoom, built-in
access to public library rentals and free Google Books con-
tent, touchscreen note-taking and multimedia features like
music. Also, as the name suggests, this thing has WiFi built-
in — unlike the previously lowest priced Sony reader. This is
a full-featured dedicated e-reader — and then some.

Key specs:
Six-inch Pearl E Ink display, 2GB / expandable storage.

on Amazon



http://www.barnesandnoble.com/nook/index.asp?PID=35699#productimg
http://www.amazon.com/Sony-PRS-T1-Digital-Pearl-eReader/dp/B005MIZKW8/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Kobo eReader Touch

Kobo’s touchscreen reader is a solid device — albeit one almost entirely lacking in bells
and whistles. It offers up 2GB of built-in storage, microSD expandability, the company’s
competitive Reading Life and some decent PDF viewing options. At $129, the reader
is moderately priced — though it has since been undercut by the likes of Amazon and

Barnes & Noble.
@ from Kobo

Amazon Kindle Touch

Amazon shed the physical keyboard this time
around, making for a reader that slips nicely into
a pocket that also offers the page turn swipes that
we’ve grown accustomed to on the Nook and Kobo.
Also, unlike those readers, Amazon has equipped
the Touch with a 3G option for downloading con-
tent on the go. Oh, and like the fourth generation
Kindle, you can subsidize the cost a bit with ad-
enabled options. Price: $99 (ad-supported), $139
WiFi; $149 (ad-supported), $189 3G at Amazon.

from on Amazon


http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005890G8O/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.kobobooks.com/touch

You shouldn’t have...

Nook Tablet

On the outside, Barnes & Noble’s latest entry sure
looks an awful lot like the Nook Color. There are a
few aesthetic differences here — it’s a little bit lighter
in the color and weight departments, shedding an
ounce from its predecessor. The key differences
are a souped-up IPS screen with reduced glare that
can handle video up to 1080p, and some improved
innards like a 1GHz dual-core processor. The latest
Nook is all about multimedia, offering up apps like
Hulu Plus, Netflix and Rhapsody, but the tablet hasn’t
fully abandoned its bookish roots, giving users a great
full-color reading experience for magazines, comics
and kids books. It'll cost you though — at $249, this
is easily the priciest selection on our list.

Key specs:
Seven-inch IPS display, 1GHz dual-core processor, L2l from Barnes & Noble
16GB built-in / expandable storage.

You might also like...

Kindle Fire

Amazon’s $199 Kindle Fire may most appropriately be
described as a tablet, with a slew of multimedia fea-
tures, a multi-touch color display and downloadable
apps. But given Amazon’s background in books, you
better believe that this Android-based device is an
excellent reader, too. It’s a bit on the pricey side for
the e-reader world, sure, but as far as tablets go, it’s a
downright steal.

on Amazon



http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0051VVOB2/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/p/nook-tablet-barnes-noble/1104687969?r=1&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Device%20Specific%20-%20NOOK%20Tablet&utm_source=google&cm_mmca1=0d4ca5bb-4f65-83a9-1abd-00000e989017&utm_term=nook%20tablet&cm_mmc=Google-_-Device%20Specific%20-%20NOOK%20Tablet-_-NOOK%20Tablet%20%28exact%29-_-NOOK%20Tablet

Kobo Vox

Kobo joined the tablet bandwagon with this nicely priced Gingerbread tab-
let. The seven-inch slate offers up some reader-centric features like Reading
Life and the Social Reading Pulse, plus access to some 15,000 Android apps
for those times when you’re on the search for another distraction.

from Kobo

end.


http://www.kobobooks.com/kobovox




For some, I1t's easy to forget about having fun — fretting over
buying the “right” tablet, e-reader or DSLR can strip the joy
of unbridled silliness that Christmas allows you. This is your
handy guide to stuff you can kick back and enjoy some crazy
fun with. There are no ecosystem wars here, no desire to have
the loudest or fastest plug-in gadget; just things you'd prefer

to give and receive instead of a Sharper Image motorized tie
rack... or back-hair shaver. So join us, if you will, for a look at
this year’'s collection of fun stuff! — panieL cooPEr

On the cheap

Blade Runner Umbrella

The post-Christmas slump normally
begins with jeans that no longer fit, and
dreary, wet winters. But what if the lat-
ter wasn’t such a bad thing? With this
light-up umbrella right out of Blade
Runner, you too can pretend you're
living in Los Angeles circa 2019. Sud-
denly dealing with drizzle doesn’t seem
so bad as you wait to be hassled about
the off-world colonies. The future-brol-
ly comes in a choice of blue or white,
powered with just three button bat-
teries. Now only if we knew which di-
rection the next Nexus VI attack was
coming from.

@ at ThinkGeek = =007 10

DISTRO | |ISSUE #14 NOVEMBER 23, 2011



http://www.thinkgeek.com/homeoffice/gear/d163/?srp=1

You might also like...

Kymera Magic Wand

Halfway through a Harry Potter marathon,
you need to pause the action. Whip out your
Kymera, say “televisio siste!” and with a swish
and flick of your wrist, make everyone think
you’ve got powers. The secret’s in the wand, a
motion-sensing remote control that learns up
to 13 gestures and plays nicely with nearly all
home audio equipment. If you live in a Twilight-
loving household, tell them it’s a wooden stake
with Laurent’s name on it — they won’t know
the difference.

on Amazon BUY NOW

Lego Architecture:
The Farnsworth House

You can still be geeky without a smart-
phone in your hand — while the rest of
‘em settle down to watch A Christmas
Story, you can get stuck in some Lego.
The architecture series recreates land-
marks in Denmark’s famous brickwork.
You can grab the White House, Space
Needle or Sears Tower, but for our mon-
ey, it has to be Mies van der Rohe’s pio-
neering space-age Farnsworth House
from 1951. If cynical relatives sneer at
the thought of you playing with Lego,
remember: it’s educational.

on Amazon BUY NOW



http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004VJBGN6/ref=s9_simh_gw_p21_d0_g21_i1?pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=center-2&pf_rd_r=0SR1DX931PWMD9RN54M5&pf_rd_t=101&pf_rd_p=470938631&pf_rd_i=507846&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Kymera-Magic-Wand-Remote-Control/dp/B002SJKWZ4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1320339731&sr=8-1&tag=engadget11-20

Mid-range

Adafruit iCufflinks

Showing one’s geek creden-

tials in a lounge suit or stroll-

er usually entails sporting a

ridiculous necktie down to

your chest: anathema to the

Put This On enthusiasts that

we are. That’s why we’re in

love with this classy and taste-

ful pair of glowing IEC 5009

: (okay, power button) logos

on Adafrutt that don’t scream for attention
as they hold your double-cuffs
in line.

You might also like...

Nike SportWatch
GPS

To some, exercise is fun — it’s
the only rational explanation
for joggers. Why not add a
gadget to the most... natural of
activities with a GPS watch?
The wrist companion tracks
your speed and route, letting
you share it with like-mind-
ed workout buddies online.
Oh, and if you’re buying it for
someone else, a tip: be very
careful the recipient doesn’t
take it as an inference they're
getting a bit hefty.

on Amazon BUY NOW


http://adafruit.com/icufflinks
http://www.amazon.com/Nike-SportWatch-GPS-Powered-TomTom/dp/B004WIUDGM/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1320255028&sr=8-1&tag=engadget11-20

Saga build-your-own Banjo Kit

The festive jigsaw puzzle often makes you hanker for something that challenges
your engineering and craftsmanship skills rather than being able to match bits
of sky together. That’s why this build-your-own Banjo Kit is the gift that keeps
on giving. Once you’ve fiddled, pulled and tweaked the parts into place, the end-
product is a fully working musical instrument you can annoy parents and children
with all the way through to January 1st.

on Maker Shed

s no object

Grace One City e-motorbike

Imagine the look on your face if you unwrapped this on Christmas Day — the fun
you’d have speeding past sweaty, lycra-clad commuters as you enjoy your electri-
cally assisted journey. Our biggest gripe with the Grace One is its high price, but
we couldn’t deny the bike’s prowess as a luxury fun machine.

from Grace (import)


http://www.makershed.com/product_p/mksgrk2.htm
http://shop.grace.de/en/GRACE-ONE/GRACE-ONE-CITY.html

You might also like...

Sony HMZ-T1

Most TV rooms can’t hold a 150-inch
screen, which is why it’s amazing you
can experience owning one by strap-
ping one of these to your head. Two HD
OLED displays project movies, televi-
sion and games with simulated 5.1-sur-
round while you rock that Geordie
LaForge headgear.

from Sony

MakerBot Thing-0-Matic
3D Printer

What do you buy the nerd who has
everything? The power to make any-
thing. With the magic of open-source
3D printing, you can produce anything
your imagination can conceive (so long
as it’ll fit on the plate). Soon after setup,
you’ll be producing jewelry, prototyp-
ing inventions and never buying birth-
day gifts ever again.

from MakerBot


http://store.sony.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10551&storeId=10151&langId=-1&productId=8198552921666383670
http://store.makerbot.com/thing-o-matic-kit-mk7.html




Ah, the holiday season. That special time of year when we give
our loved ones the new hotness of the video game world, and
then promptly exploit their over-excited reactions to propel
them into unwanted YouTube fame. Even if your familial re-
lations don’t have the stuff to become this generation’'s "N64
kid,” you can still kick a few rad toys their way just for the love

of it. And If you're having trouble finding the perfect gift for the
gamer in your life, we're here to help. — SEAN BUCKLEY

On the cheap

Nintendo Wii bundle

The upcoming fall release of The Legend
of Zelda: Skyward Sword is pushing the
Nintendo Wii back to the front of gamer
consciousness, and the waggle-riffic won-
der has never been cheaper. Watch your
step though; despite a uniform $150
sticker price, not all bundles are equal
— some of Nintendo’s newest sets cut
out Gamecube support. Backwards com-
patibility might not matter to your little
Hylian hero, but we can’t think of a good
reason not to have it. Make sure to read
console packaging carefully — if the pic-
tured unit is lying on its side, you’re prob-
ably looking at a Gamecube-free Wii.
Consider your gameplay needs carefully
before proceeding.

@ + onAmazon | =000



http://www.amazon.com/gp/search/ref=sr_nr_n_0?rh=n%3A468642%2Ck%3AWii%2Cn%3A%2111846801%2Cn%3A14218901%2Cn%3A14218821%2Cn%3A14218861&bbn=14218821&keywords=Wii&ie=UTF8&qid=1320760363&rnid=14218821/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Nintendo DS Lite

Wedon’t care if its two screens only peer through
two dimensions, the DS Lite is still one of the
best little handhelds money can buy. Of course,
being the best-selling portable console in history
carries quite a bit of clout, but being followed by
an army of fully functional fakes? That’s a badge
of honor. Nintendo’s twin-screen toy may have
been discontinued at dedicated game shops, but
it can still be found at big box stores — and for
cheap, too.

Jfrom at Target

Skylanders: Spyro’s Ad-
venture Starter Pack

Not many games come with a gadgety
twist, but Spyro’s latest venture into the
breach simply wouldn’t be possible with-
out this RFID “Portal of Power.” Skyland-
ers combines the concept of collectable
figurines with downloadable content, giv-
ing you more in-game content for each fig-
ure you buy. Give the completionist gamer
on your list something new to obsess over.

@ on Amazon BUY NOW



http://www.amazon.com/Skylanders-Spyros-Adventure-Starter-Pack-Pc/dp/B004VQEOV0/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.target.com/p/Nintendo-DS-Lite-Crimson-Black-Nintendo-DS/-/A-10871520?reco=Rec_pdp_10871520_ClickCP_Adjacency

Mid-range

Sony PlayStation 3

If you can only afford one home console this year, the PlayStation 3 isn’t a bad
choice. Sure, it lacks the edge of Xbox Live’s multiplayer community, but it more
than makes up for it with fantastic exclusives, native Blu-ray support and a wel-
come lack of mandatory fees. Want to play the odd online game or watch a film on
Netflix? Go ahead, PlayStation Plus is optional — basic services work just fine with-
out it. The PS3 is a solid console, a solid Blu-ray player and a pretty solid gift... as
long as your giftee isn’t a die-hard soldier in the never-ending console wars.

@ and up on Amazon
BUY NOW

You might also like...

Nintendo 3DS

From high hopes, to low sales, to even lower
prices — it’s been a rough year for Nintendo’s
latest handheld. The bright side? The stereo-
scopic star has never been more ripe for the
picking. With games like The Legend of Zelda:
Ocarina of Time 3D, Mario Kart 7, and Su-
per Mario 3D Land on deck for the holidays,
the Nintendo 3DS finally has a solid library to
stand on.

@ on Amazon BUY NOW



http://www.amazon.com/PlayStation-3-160GB-System/dp/B003VUO6H4/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Nintendo-3DS-Aqua-Blue/dp/B002I090AG/ref=sr_1_1?s=videogames&ie=UTF8&qid=1320758888&sr=1-1/&tag=engadget11-20

Xbox 360 Console

If you're deadly serious about competitive console
gaming, Microsoft’s Xbox Live is the network you're
looking for. With a killer online network, a stel-

lar back-catalog of AAA titles and an ever-addicting
achievement system, it’s hard to go wrong when gift-
ing a gamer an Xbox. The rig comes in an assortment
of affordable flavors, from the 4GB base model, all the
way up to 320GB limited edition Kinect bundles.

and up on Amazon

Money’s no object

PS Vita First Edition Bundle

The PlayStation Vita’s 2012 release makes it a
little difficult to wrap up and stick under a tree,
but like all good things in life, there’s a loophole.
Give the gift of early gaming late, with Sony’s
PlayStation Vita First Edition Bundle. This set
ships a week ahead of the handheld’s official
release date, replete with a copy of Little Devi-
ants, a limited edition case, a 4GB PS Vita Mem-
ory Card and a PlayStation Vita rocking both 3G
and WiFi connectivity. Your giftee still won’t be
able to get their hands on it until February 15th,
2012, but think of it as giving them a bonus gift:
patience.

@ on Amazon BUY NOW


http://www.amazon.com/Xbox-360-4GB-Console/dp/B003O6JKLC/ref=sr_1_3?s=videogames&ie=UTF8&qid=1320748395&sr=1-3/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/PlayStation-Vita-First-Bundle-Sony-PS/dp/B005IMVP0O/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Android Gaming Tablet

Still on the fence about getting your gamer
relative a tablet in lieu of an Xbox? If you're
leaning slate-side but still want to tack on
some gaming flair, check out GameStop’s
selection of gaming tablets. The outfit is
offering an array of Honeycomb slabs pre-
loaded with seven free games. An extra $40
snags you a dedicated gaming controller,
just in case you wanted to hold on to that
tactile feeling.

@ and up at GameStop

PlayStation 3D Display

If you're going to get a TV for the game
room, you may as well go all out. Sony’s
24-inch PlayStation 3D display not
only offers all the benefits of a regular
3D TV, but is also the exclusive bearer
of Sony’s SimulView technology. It
even comes with a copy of MotoStorm:
Apocalypse, so you can try out its fancy
dual-full screen magic as soon as you
open the box.

on Amazon BUY NOW

end.



http://www.amazon.com/PlayStation-3D-Display-3/dp/B00562O78S/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.gamestop.com/tablets

BRAKE<



We imagine many a PMP or smartphone will be changing hands
this holiday season — IPhone 45 or Galaxy Nexus, anyone? And
what better way to accessorize your brand new mobile gadget
than with a set of headphones? Fret not audio lovers — we've
rounded up nine of our top picks that we think you'll really en-
joy while on the move. We're talking headphones that'll let you

control your playlists and chat with friends, all without expos-
Ing those precious new gizmos to the harsh winter elements.
— JOE POLLICINO

Sony NW/Z-W260
Walkman in-ears

PMP? Who needs one? Not anyone rocking
this set of in-ears from Sony. These Walk-
man-branded ‘buds come with a choice of
two or four gigs of storage for your tunes,
leaving behind any worries about pocket
space. Better yet, the water-resistant design
should hold up to a fair amount of sweat,
appeasing fitness buffs and marathon run-
ners alike — you’ll have eight hours between
charges to put that durability to the test.

Key specs:
2 or 4GB of built-in storage, water-resis-
tant, eight-hour battery.

on Amazon


http://www.amazon.com/Sony-NWZW262BLK-Walkman-MP3-player/dp/B005EQS9KI/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Klipsch S4i /A

You've probably heard of Klipsch’s S4 in-ear
headphone line. Whether you’re an Android
faithful or an iOS junkie, these ‘buds will
keep your mobile life in control with an in-
line remote / mic and great sound to boot —
all without breaking the bank.

on Amazon BUY NOW

AIAIAT Swirl w / mic

Keep it simple, keep it stylin’. If that’s your
mantra, then AiAiAi’s Swirls are sure to rock
your holiday this year. With a plethora of
color options, a right-angle connector and
a three-button remote / mic, you’ll have all
your mobile bases covered.

on Amazon BUY NOW



http://www.amazon.com/Klipsch-Headphones-Android-Inline-Microphone/dp/B005M1KO1C/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/AIAIAI-Swirl-Earphones-Mic-Black/dp/B004O8O5KU/&tag=engadget11-20

Mid-range

Bowers & Wilkins CH

This may only be the company’s second set of head-
phones to date, but given the pleasing performance we
experienced with them, it’s obvious that B&W has swiftly
attained a knack for this mobile audio thing. This micro-
sized kit packs a number of perks, including Tungsten
Balanced earbuds with Secure Loops for an excellent fit,
and a Micro Porous Filter for wide soundstaging. The
set’s aluminum build not only looks classy, but will also
hold up in your day-to-day rigors. Lastly, iPhone users
will no doubt appreciate the inline mic’s tactile controls
while skipping through songs on the move.

Key specs:

Tungsten Balanced aluminum earbuds, Secure Loop
fit, i0S-compatible remote / mic, Micro Porous Filter,
hardshell carrying pouch

Ly k{0l on Amazon

You might also like...

Klipsch Image One

Want that S4i-type vibe, but hate jam-
ming silicon in your ears? Klipsch’s Image
One offers its signature sound in an on-
ear package — and there’s a similar i0S-
compatible remote / mic here as well.

@ on Amazon



http://www.amazon.com/Bowers-Wilkins--ear-noise-isolating-headphones/dp/B005CGM8YI/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Klipsch-Image-ONE-Earphones-3-Button/dp/B0043M9AU2/&tag=engadget11-20

Nokia BH-900i

Bluetooth isn’t just for dinky ear-
pieces, you know. This headset looks
like a normal set of cans, but fea-
tures A2DP Bluetooth functionally,
on-ear controls and eight micro-
phones for noise-cancelling. There’s
a duo of mics for phone calls and a
rechargeable battery too.

on Amazon

Money’s no object

Sony MDR-NC200D noise
cancelling headphones

When it comes to city life, finding
some peace and quiet can be tough. Of
course, anyone with noise-cancelling
headphones knows such silence can
be blissfully simulated, and we found
that Sony’s MDR-NC200Ds admirably
fit the bill. This portable on-ear set can
hush harsh sounds for up to 22 hours
on a single AAA-battery, all while auto-
matically analyzing your surroundings
to achieve optimal noise-blockage. Best
of all, you may even forget you're wear-
ing them thanks to the extra comfort-
able padding and lightweight design.

Key specs:

Intelligent noise-cancellation, foldable
design, talk-through mode, detachable
cable, included carrying case.

RNl on Amazon


http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0047N121W/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Sony-MDR-NC200D-Digital-Noise-Canceling-Headphones/dp/B005FVDTAW/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Westone 4 R-series

Looking for massive sound in a
small package? This IEM set can
pack a serious punch thanks to its
quad-driver array, all the while
being small enough to fit in your
pocket. Swap out the detachable
cord with an optional EPIC MICS
“smartphone interface cable,”
and you’ve got a mobile headset
fit for an audiophile.

on Westone

end.

Bowers & Wilkins PH

We can’t say it enough — the P5s re-
main one of our favorite iOS-compati-
ble, noise-isolating headphones. With
a comfortable on-ear fit thanks to soft
leather earpads, you’ll be able to rock
on the go for hours, and take the occa-
sional phone call while you’re at it.

GR{eled on Amazon



http://www.amazon.com/Bowers-Wilkins-Over--noise-isolating-headphones/dp/B003IHUHGE/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.westonemusicproducts.com/catalog/westone-4r-quad-driver-earphone




Let’'s get this out of the way: a laptop Is an intimate gift. Even if you were to get
away with paying just $400, it's a lot to spend on even your spouse [ten years
is the netbook anniversary, right?). Not to mention, your lucky giftee will be
spending more time with it, perhaps, than they do their friends, families and
pets. At the same time, the selection is nothing if not overwhelming, and if you
were to make a spreadsheet tallying prices and specs, you'd notice an uncom-
fortable similarity across different brands. So, we rounded up some of the best
we’'ve seen — everything from all-purpose notebooks to Ultrabooks to high-end
dream machines. If you're thinking of pulling the trigger, hop past the break for
a few ideas and the (very brief] low-down on the trade-offs you'll be making.
— DANA WOLLMAN

On the cheap

HP Pavilion dm

The dm1 has long been one of our favorite ultraportables,
and it remains relevant even today thanks to a smart
redesign that gives people the choice between an AMD
E-series APU and a Core i3 processor. With this genera-
tion, you’ll enjoy Beats Audio, a flush battery that doesn’t
jut out of the back, a flush trackpad, a soft, non-reflective
lid and a re-tooled chassis that makes it look like one of
HP’s higher-end Pavilions, cut down to size. As for that
Core i3 model, it starts at $600, but for the money at least
you get an external optical drive thrown in, gratis.

Key specs:

11.6-inch (1366 x 768) display, 1.65GHz dual-core AMD
E-450 APU, 4GB of RAM, 320GB 7,200RPM hard drive,
rated for 9 hours of battery life, weighs 3.52 pounds.

LYl on Amazon



http://www.amazon.com/HP-Pavilion-dm1-4010us-Entertainment-PC/dp/B005LLS1UO/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Dell Inspiron 14z

At the moment, the 14z happens to be one of our
top picks for students and families, thanks to
its clean, mostly metal design, comfortable key-
board, fast performance and insanely long bat-
tery life (what other $600 machine lasts nearly
seven hours unplugged?). Just make sure you
uninstall all that bloatware before you get too
comfy.

from on Amazon

Sony VAIO SB Series

The SB’s price keeps dropping,
but even when it cost more we
declared it one of our favorite
laptops with a built-in optical
drive, because of its impressively
lightweight design, long battery
life, matte display and switch-
able graphics. The trade-offs: the
trackpad isn’t the smoothest, and
the fan is loud.

and up on Sony



http://www.amazon.com/Dell-Inspiron-i14z-2026DBK-14-Inch-Laptop/dp/B005KP7DGE/&tag=engadget11-20
http://store.sony.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/SYCTOProcess?catalogId=10551&storeId=10151&langId=-1&LBomId=8198552921666304162&categoryId=8198552921644768017

HP Folio 13

In retrospect, it’s obvious that while we sat around wondering when HP would unveil
its first Ultrabook, the company was biding its time, watching the market very closely.
At $900, the Folio undercuts most everything else out there while cramming in more
features — namely, a 128GB SSD and backlit keyboard. And though it’s plumper than
the others, at 3.3 pounds, its extra girth means it has room to accommodate more
ports, including HDMI, Ethernet and USB 2.0 and 3.0. And at that price, it’s also
more polished than the identically priced Acer Aspire S3 Ultrabook, with its brushed
metal lid and keyboard deck.

Key specs:

13.3-inch (1366 x 768 display), starts with
aCoreis CPUand 128GB SSD, rated for 9.5
hours of battery life, weighs 3.3 pounds.

and up

‘ You might also like...

ASUS Zenbook UX31

Though it wasn’t the first Ultrabook, it was the
first to give the MacBook Air a run for its money.
The UXa31 is striking with screaming perfor-
mance, long battery life and a high-res display.
Our biggest caveat is that its touchpad remains
flaky, even after an update. Anyone who buys
this needs to have faith that ASUS will tweak the
trackpad until it gets it right.

from onAmazon | G000



http://www.amazon.com/Zenbook-UX31E-DH52-13-3-Inch-Ultrabook-Aluminum/dp/B005SY32Q2/&tag=engadget11-20

Lenovo ldeaPad U300s

Okay, it’s missing an SD slot and backlit key-
board, and its display is fairly low-res, but hear
us out: the U300s is one of the best Ultrabooks
you can buy. We love its tasteful, rock-solid alu-
minum design, sub-20-second boot time and
— most of all — the comfortable keyboard and
glass trackpad.

W) on Amazon

Money’s no object

Apple MacBook Air (13-inch]

The MacBook Air’s met its match in the form of featherweight
upstarts such as the Zenbook UX31 and IdeaPad U300s, and
it’s been bested outright as far as port selection and screen res-
olution go. But for now, the Air remains one of our favorite
laptops because it succeeds where so many other Ultrabooks
have struggled: to this day, its bouncy keys and smooth, reli-
able trackpad remain unrivaled. The 13-inch Air’s user experi-
ence makes it worth the extra Benjamins, even if other models
offer similar specs for less money.

Key specs:

13.3-inch (1440 x 900) display, starts with a Core i5 CPU, 4GB
of RAM and a 128GB SSD, rated for 7 hours of battery life,
weighs 2.96 pounds.

@ and up on Amazon



http://www.amazon.com/Lenovo-10802BU-13-3-Inch-Ultrabook-Graphite/dp/B005NHPEYW/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Apple-MacBook-MC965LL-13-3-Inch-VERSION/dp/B005CWHZP4/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Sony VAIO Z Series

It’s a good sign when one of our few
complaints about a gadget is how pricey
itis. The Zis impossibly light and makes
fine use of dual SSDs. This time around,
it trades switchable graphics for an
external dock housing a discrete GPU
and an optical drive. We're impressed
with its brisk performance and high-res
display, but be prepared for some seri-
ous fan noise.

from on Amazon
BUY NOW

HP Envy 17 3D

Sitting at the top of HP’s redesigned Envy series, the 17 3D sports
a 1080p, display powered by ATI’s 3D tech. Like the Envy 15 and
Envy 17, its design is half Beats, half MacBook Pro, with a seam-
less aluminum chassis, backlit keyboard and a sprinkling of red
accents. The 17 promises up to eight hours of runtime, support for
three monitors and up to either a 128GB SSD or two 1TB drives.

from available December 7th


http://www.amazon.com/Sony-VPC-Z212GX-13-1-Inch-Laptop-Black/dp/B0059097ZU/&tag=engadget11-20

PRINTERS



Yeah, yeah... we know — paper is so 20th century. But truth be told, there are
still a lot of us that have use for the old-fashioned printed page. Whether you're
a student who needs to output seven copies of that term paper, or an aspir-
Ing photog looking to cut down on professional printing costs, we have some
thoughts on what to look for this holiday season. Perhaps you're ready to take
those homemade Christmas cards to the next level? Print them yourself! Who

doesn’t love an early present? Read on to see just what caught our eye this year.

— BILLY STEELE

Canon PIXMA iP4920

If you're looking for a solid, well-rounded inkjet printer, this may be your best bet.
The iP4920 handles both text and photos well and its prints will even outlive you,
lasting up to 300 years thanks to Canon’s ChromaLife100+ technology.

Key specs:

5-color ink system with
laser-quality text output,
boarderless 4x6 photos in
20 seconds, turns HD clips
into high quality prints,
print directly on CDs, DVDs
or Blu-ray Discs.

@ on Amazon BUY NOW


http://www.amazon.com/Canon-iP4920-Premium-Printer-5287B002/dp/B005D5M12W/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Epson WorkForce 40

Nothing too flashy here, but the WiFi and Eth-
ernet connectivity are nice additions. You'll also
get laser-quality text and excellent photo output
with images that are dry to the touch immedi-
ately after printing.

Qi

HP Officejet 7000

Looking to go a little larger with your prints? You won’t find a much cheaper 13x19
printer than this wide-format machine. You'll be able to share this bad boy via Eth-

ernet with up to five other users as well.
@ on Amazon | =00 )



http://www.amazon.com/HP-Officejet-Printer-C9299A-B1H/dp/B002E1RITO/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.epson.com/cgi-bin/Store/jsp/Product.do?BV_UseBVCookie=yes&sku=C11CA27201

Brother HL-2280DW

Color? We don’t need no stinkin’ color.
Sometimes you only need plain old
black and white to get your point across,
and this machine can do just that, on a
budget. It also boasts wireless network-
ing and automatic duplex printing — so
you can print on both sides of the trees
you sacrifice for that Tolstoy literary
analysis.

Key specs:

27ppm, wireless / Ethernet connectiv-
ity, 250 sheet capacity tray, automatic
duplexing for two-sided printing.

You might also like...

on Amazon

Brother HL-4150CDN

If you're needing a color laser printer,
you'’re going to pay dearly forit. And with
that being a given, you might as well go
all out with this selection. Networking,
color printing and duplex capabilities
may soften the blow, a little.

LRI on Amazon



http://www.amazon.com/Brother-Printer-HL2280DW-Wireless-Monochrome/dp/B004QM8J8S/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Brother-HL4150CDN-Printer-Duplex-Networking/dp/B00439GOL8/&tag=engadget11-20

HP LaserJet Pro
M1217nfw

Sure, it’s technically an all-in-
one, but for a few extra dollars
you can grab copy, scan and
fax options. Wireless network-
ing makes this a nice option for
your home office, especially if
color just isn’t your bag.

@ on Amazon

All-in-one

Epson Artisan 730

If it’s a jack-of-all-trades you're looking for, this may very well be it. You’ll get copy,
print, scan and photo capabilities all in the same box. Not only that, but you’ll be
able to plug those microSD and CF cards directly into the printer for easy access via
a built-in touchscreen panel.

Key specs:

4-in-1 functionality, WiFi, 2.5-inch
LCD touch panel, 4x6 photos in
10 seconds, printing from mobile
devices, CD / DVD printing without
labels, Claria Hi-Definition dye inks.

@ on Amazon



http://www.amazon.com/HP-LaserJet-M1217nfw-All--Printer/dp/B004SUELBW/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Epson-Artisan-Inkjet-Wireless-C11CB18201/dp/B005HFJFKE/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

HP Photosmart 6510

A 3.5-inch touchscreen lets you make
sure everything looks great before you
start cranking out that print job, let-
ting you avoid that absurdly pricey ink.
Memory card slots and iOS compatibil-
ity allow quick printing should the need
arise.

@ on Amazon

Epson Artisan 837

Still have to send those pesky
faxes and have a little extra coin
to throw down on a printer?
This beast does it all and fea-
tures a 3.5-inch LCD on its
7.8-inch touch panel. WiFi is
still good to go, as are memory
cards slots and an automatic
document feeder.

@ on Amazon

end.



http://www.amazon.com/HP-Photosmart-6510-All-in-One-Printer/dp/B005O55T98/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Epson-Artisan-Inkjet-Wireless-C11CB20201/dp/B005HFJFK4/&tag=engadget11-20




JACK FROST NIPPING AT YOUR PHONE AND YOU NEED A NEW ONE? WE KNOW
IT CAN BE DIFFICULT TO DECIDE ON A SMARTPHONE TO ADD TO YOUR HOLIDAY
WISH LIST, BUT IF YOU'RE GOING TO BE HITTING UP ALL OF THE NEW YEAR'S EVE
PARTIES, YOU DON'T WANT TO BE USING SOMETHING THAT'S TOO EMBARRASS-
ING TO TAKE OUT OF YOUR POCKET. THIS SEASON OFFERS A LOT OF TEMPT-
ING OPTIONS: ICE CREAM SANDWICH, WINDOWS PHONE MANGO AND IPHONE 45
ARE ALL WORTH DRINKING A LOT OF EGGNOG OVER. UNFORTUNATELY, THERE
ARE SO MANY TANTALIZING POSSIBILITIES THAT WE AREN'T ABLE TO INCLUDE
EVERY SINGLE HANDSET, BUT WE'VE WHITTLED IT DOWN TO A MERE NINE DE-
VICES THAT WE THINK EVEN OLD MAN WINTER WOULD ENJOY. JOIN US TO HELP
RING IN THE HOLIDAY CHEER. — BRAD MOLEN

Prepaid / budget

HTC WILDFIRE S

We wonder if the “S” stands for stocking stuffer.
HTC’s following in the successful footsteps of
LG’s Optimus One lineup, bringing the handset
to multiple prepaid and postpaid carriers. Is this
going to be the fastest device you've ever used?
With its 600MHz processor, we doubt it — it’s
not a game-changer by any stretch, but the Wild-
fire S is still a reliable device that will satisfy any-
one looking to get their first smartphone, and it’s
a great choice that’ll give you a lot of bang for
your tiny buck.

Key specs:
600MHz CPU, 3.2-inch HVGA display, 512MB

RAM, 5MP camera with LED flash, Android 2.3. 0 varies by carrier



You might also like...

Samsung Conquer 4G

A smartphone with a 1GHz CPU
and WiMAX for a mere copper
cent? Yes, please. The Conquer
earned our praise, packing a bliz-
zard of functionality into a post-
paid device that won’t cost you a
heckuva lot.

(with contract)
on Amazon

LG Optimus Slider

If you're going to be wearing gloves a lot
this season, pulling them off to type on
a capacitive touchscreen may result in a
little frostbite. The LG Optimus Slider
may let you keep those mitts on, with
some nice features to boot.

on Virgin Mobile


http://wireless.amazon.com/Samsung-Conquer-Android-Phone-Sprint/dp/B005HFJQ30/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.virginmobileusa.com/cell-phones/lg-optimus-slider-phone.jsp?intcmp=p-hp-mps1-optimussliderlaunch-102511

Mid-range

You might also like...

Samsung Epic 4G Touch

Remember when Samsung’s Galaxy S II
graced the top of our Back to School guide?
It’s still on top, but — much like the temper-
ature — its price has cooled down substan-
tially, now that it’s available on three of the
four national players as a subsidized option.
While all three come with our highest rec-
ommendation, the Epic 4G Touch is avail-
able for a truly mid-range price that provides
a tannenbaum packed with righteous good-
ies underneath.

Key specs:

1.2GHz dual-core Exynos CPU, S8MP rear /
2MP front cameras and 1080p video cap-
ture, 4.5-inch Super AMOLED Plus display.

CINel on Amazon

Motorola Atrix 2

On the second day of Christmas, your true love may be
getting you the sequel to Motorola’s game-changing
Webtop phone. The Atrix 2 comes with similar features
but has a fresh design, better camera and the same per-

formance for a lower price.

@ on Amazon



http://wireless.amazon.com/Samsung-Epic-Touch-Android-Sprint/dp/B005LHN47S/&tag=engadget11-20
http://wireless.amazon.com/Motorola-Atrix-4G-Android-Phone/dp/B005USIG6W/&tag=engadget11-20

HTC Radar 4G

Android is by far the dominant
force on the list, but Windows
Phone refuses to be ignored.
Its latest update, Mango, is fea-
tured on HTC’s new offering for
T-Mobile, the HTC Radar 4G, and
is a great option if you're still look-
ing to find a heartfelt gift.

on T-Mobile

Money’s no object

Samsung Galaxy Nexus

If there’s one handset that won’t be getting
shipped back on Boxing Day, it’s the drool-
inducing Samsung Galaxy Nexus. Gaining
notoriety as the first device running Android
4.0 (aka Ice Cream Sandwich), it has a gor-
geous HD display and plenty of other top-
notch specs. And don’t underestimate the
power of that Roboto font.

Key specs:

1.2GHz dual-core Exynos CPU, 1GB RAM,
4.65-inch HD Super AMOLED display, 5MP
rear / 1.3MP front cameras with 108o0p HD
video capture.



http://www.t-mobile.com/shop/phones/Cell-Phone-Detail.aspx?cell-phone=HTC-Radar-4G-White

Apple iPhone 45

Now offering a 1GHz dual-core
CPU with an 8MP rear camera,
1080p HD and best-in-class Siri
voice recognition, the iPhone 4S
still gets high marks — even if
some of its thunder was stolen by
the Galaxy Nexus.

On AT&T

$199-399

On Sprint

On Verizon

You might also like...

HTC Vivid

The Vivid is one of the first LTE smart-
phones on AT&T’s true 4G network, afford-
ing you super-fast virtual sleigh rides. Its
sack of goodies is packed with a 1.2GHz
dual-core CPU, 4.5-inch qHD display,
8MP rear cam and 1080p HD.

GGV on Amazon

end.


http://wireless.amazon.com/dp/B0061QN41Y?_encoding=UTF8&tag=unwiview-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=1789&creativeASIN=B0061QN41Y&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.att.com/wireless/iphone/#fbid=etlT3ixWSpl
http://shop.sprint.com/mysprint/zipcode_intercept.jsp;jsessionid=C13845039B423E841FF2B3204B36978C.shop48?redirectURL=http%3A%2F%2Fshop.sprint.com%2Fmysprint%2Fshop%2Fphone_wall.jsp%3FINTCID%3DAB%3AALL%3AHERO%3A101411%3A4S%3ABuy%3A960x320&_requestid=274585
http://search.verizonwireless.com/?market=10701&q=iphone+4S&p=null&ss=null&b2eFlag=N

TARLETS



Of all the electronic gifts you could buy someone right now, a tablet
seems like one of the safer bets. It's a cheaper way of saying "I love you”
than bestowing a $1,000 laptop, and it takes less chutzpah than sign-

ing someone up for a smartphone (along with two years of data fees).
And let’s be real here: what's more festive than flopping onto the couch
In pajamas after opening gifts and lazily playing Angry Birds while [t's A
Wonderful Life airs in the background? Yeah, we can’t think of anything
either. Sadly, we don’t have any web0S-flavored tablets this time around,

and we couldn’t include some hotly anticipated numbers like the Trans-
former Prime, since they're not shipping yet and we don’t even know how
much they’ll cost. Still, we managed to find a slew of Android tablets (and
one iPad) across a range of budgets. Been on the fence about what to get?
Skip past the break for some ideas. — DANA WOLLMAN

On the cheap

Amazon Kindle Fire

Hear that? That was the sound of other Android tablet
makers taking a big gulp. Though it undercuts its com-
petitors by at least $100, the Fire still manages to offer a
high-quality IPS display and a (heavily skinned) version
of Android that covers the basics — email, web surfing,
watching movies. What’s more, it’s closely tied to Ama-
zon’s vast empire of books, movies and MP3s, giving it
a tighter ecosystem than what most other Android tabs
have to offer. Sure, it lacks a camera and anything that
qualifies as beefy storage, but with a price that tempt-
ing, its value is undeniable.

Key Specs

7-inch (1024 x 600) IPS display, 1GHz dual-core CPU,
512MB of RAM, 8GB internal storage, rated for eight
hours of continuous reading, weighs 14.6 ounces.

on Amazon BUY NOW



http://www.amazon.com/Kindle-Color-Multi-touch-Display-Wi-Fi/dp/B0051VVOB2/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Acer Iconia Tab A100

Like other 7-inch tablets, the A100 runs Android
3.2 and is far more affordable than most 10-inch-
ers. We think you’ll dig its fast performance,
absence of annoying skins and its portable
design. Be warned, though, that it has short bat-
tery life, even for a tablet this small.

Lt on Amazon |l

HTC Flyer

We're losing hope it'll ever run Hon-
eycomb, but the Flyer is nonetheless a
steal thanks to a steep price drop. After
all, how many other Android tabs with
pen support can you find for $300? For
the moneys, it also has a solid, well-made
aluminum design, though regrettably,
the pen isn’t included in the US.

(00 from Best Buy



http://www.amazon.com/Acer-Iconia-A100-07u08u-7-inch-Tablet/dp/B00548QAPC/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.bestbuy.com/site/HTC+-+Flyer+Tablet+with+16GB+Internal+Memory+-+White/2390524.p?id=1218332598563&skuId=2390524&st=htc%20flyer&cp=1&lp=1

Mid-range

Archos 80 G9

Though it’s not the thinnest or lightest tab, the 80 G9 offers the best bang for your
buck. For $370 at the high end, it offers a 250GB hard drive, kickstand, full-sized
USB port, healthy battery life and support for a raft of codecs. And if you could do
without the HDD, you can step down to one with 8GB or 16GB of flash memory ($300
and $320, respectively). Either way, you get Android 3.2 while some similarly priced
bargain-basement tabs run rusty old Froyo.

Key Specs

8-inch (1024 x 768) display, 8GB or 16GB
of flash memory or a 250GB hard drive /
microSD slot, USB port, 1to 1.3 pounds, 1GHz
or 1.2GHz dual-core CPU, rated for up to 10
hours of battery life.

and up on Amazon | =100

You might also like...

Samsung Galaxy Tab 7.0 Plus

The original 7-inch Galaxy Tab finally has a
successor in the Plus, which sports a 1024
X 600 display, dual-core 1.2GHz CPU and
16GB or 32GB of internal storage. Like other
7-inchers, it runs Android 3.2, though Sam-
sung skinned it up with TouchWiz UX.

on Amazon | 00000



http://www.amazon.com/Archos-80-501897-8-Inch-Tablet/dp/B005MED31W/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Samsung-Galaxy-GT-P6210MAYXAR-7-Inch-Tablet/dp/B005N130Y4/&tag=engadget11-20

BlackBerry PlayBook

Back when the PlayBook cost $500, it was a
tough sell: the OS was buggy and it still lacks a
native email app. But after a stream of updates,
the addition of Android app support and a
steep price drop, this 7-inch tablet has suddenly
become alot more intriguing. Now let’s just hope
that email app is indeed coming soon.

@ and up on Amazon | 00000

Money’s no object

Apple iPad 2

It’s all about the apps, folks. While the Galaxy
Tab 10.1 rivals the razor-thin iPad 2 in terms of
build quality, Apple has maintained a wide lead
in app selection. With 140,000 to choose from,
the iPad 2 has become a veritable Swiss Army
Knife, and even if you think Android’s catalog
is vast enough, many developers still write for
10S before they ever turn their attention to Hon-
eycomb. Until Google’s ecosystem can match
Apple’s, this remains the tablet to beat.

Key Specs
9.7-inch (1024 x 768) IPS display, 1.3 pounds,
16GB to 64GB of internal memory, 1GHz dual-

core A5 SoC, rated for up to 10 hours of battery
life.

Ll and up from Apple


http://www.amazon.com/Blackberry-Playbook-7-Inch-Tablet-16GB/dp/B004UL34EY/&tag=engadget11-20
http://store.apple.com/us/browse/home/shop_ipad/family/ipad/select?mco=MjE0OTI0MDI

You might also like...

Samsung Galaxy Tab 10.1

Truth be told, we have a few favor-
ite Android tabs, but if it’s speed and
a pinch-thin design you are after, the
Galaxy Tab 10.1 is the one you want. We
are enamored with the Tab’s solid build
quality and vibrant 1280 x 800 display,
and if you like TouchWiz on Samsung’s
phones, you’'ll feel right at home using
the 10.1: it runs the similar TouchWiz
UX atop Android 3.1.

on Amazon BUY NOW

Sony Tablet S

Just another Honeycomb tab? Not exactly. The 9.4-inch S stands apart from garden-
variety slates with an ergonomic shape meant to mimic a folded magazine. It also
packs a raft of unique features, including a universal remote and access to Sony’s vast
music and movie catalogs. It also runs select PlayStation games and streams media
through DLNA-enabled speakers and TVs, to boot.

on Amazon | A0



http://www.amazon.com/Samsung-Galaxy-10-1-Inch-16GB-Wi-Fi/dp/B00519RW1U/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Sony-SGPT111US-Wi-Fi-Tablet-16GB/dp/B005FXYJZY/&tag=engadget11-20
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For a crowd-pleasing holiday gift, it's hard to do better than a TV (or something
that plays on or plugs into a TV), so naturally we're here to help you out once
again. Of course, this is an ever-changing industry segment, but we've got you
covered — regardless of whether you need a flat panel or a projector. If you're
out shopping for someone that has (or wants to) cut the cable, or someone that
has every channel, there's something for you. Of course, we'd also recommend

keeping a close eye on the tablet and gaming categories too, but companies like
Roku, Samsung and Ceton are making sure you have all kinds of options dedi-
cated purely to video. Give them a look after the break. — RICHARD LAWLER

On the cheap

Tron: Legacy Blu-ray

Whether or not Tron: Legacy’s
story makes it a great movie, its
sharp visuals in 2D or 3D, and
pounding soundtrack courtesy
of Daft Punk will keep it near the
top of the demo disc pile for a
long, long time. Add in an inno-
vative Second Screen app that
pulls up special features in sync
with the movie on an iPad or
computer, and you've got some-
thing to impress the relatives
with over the long holiday break
and beyond.

@ on Amazon BUY NOW


http://www.amazon.com/Tron-Legacy-Four-Disc-Blu-ray-Digital/dp/B004K4IZ54/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Star Wars Blu-ray

These are the Blu-ray discs you’ve been wait-
ing for — as long as you don’t mind a bit more
post-release editing, courtesy of George Lucas.
Greedo shoots first, but these are still largely the
sci-fi classics you remember, and both the video
and audio have been carefully restored in HD.

L1 on Amazon | )

Roku 2 XD

Positioned just between the $50 LT and $100
XS, we think you’ll find the $80 XD is just right.
It has the 1080p capability its cheaper stream-
ing sibling lacks, while all you're missing from
the highest-end model are wired Ethernet and
USB hookups, plus a motion game controller.

@ on Amazon | :000 00



http://www.amazon.com/Star-Wars-Complete-Episodes-Blu-ray/dp/B003ZSJ212/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Roku-XD-Streaming-Player-1080p/dp/B005CLPP8E/&tag=engadget11-20

Samsung BD-D5700 Blu-ray player

Sure, it may be 2011, but not everyone owns a Blu-ray player. Or perhaps they need one in
another room, or a new model with access to additional entertainment like Netflix stream-
ing. Samsung’s BD-D5700 also includes access to the Samsung App portal with a slew of
internet content to play, plus compatibility with local media in AVI, MKV, WMV formats,
among others. Unfortunately there’s no Amazon Prime Instant Video streaming — at least
not yet. With WiFi built-in and a (suddenly rare these days) optical audio out for your aging
receiver, this should fit within most setups without a problem.

@ on Amazon

You might also like...

Ceton InfiniTV 4

The DIY-inclined TV lover on your list knows
what’s up — why put up with frustrating cable
company DVRs when you can build your own?
Ceton’s InfiniTV 4 CableCARD tuner can turn a
basic PC into a DVR easily, while also allowing
for endless tweaking and extra capabilities not
easily found on other platforms.

on Amazon



http://www.amazon.com/Samsung-BD-D5700-Blu-ray-Player-Black/dp/B004N85YB0/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Ceton-InfiniTV-Digital-Cable-Quad-tuner/dp/B003B4VLJQ/&tag=engadget11-20

TiVo Premiere Elite

If you’d prefer a ready-made model, the TiVo Premiere Elite lives up to its name by
raising the bar with four tuners, a 2TB hard drive, the freshest software build avail-
able and 1GB of RAM. Of course, membership has its costs and this box will require
a $499 payment upfront, plus $20 a month for service.

Money’s no object

Sharp LC-80LE632U

This one probably won'’t fit under the tree
— in fact, you may need to knock out a
wall, but it’s worth the effort. Sharp’s big-
ger-is-better mantra has taken its LCDs all
the way up to 80-inches, which is probably
enough to outpace the guy down the block
no matter what street you live on. It’ll take
a few bucks to arrange a delivery, but at
double the screen size of a 55-inch model,
it’s money well spent. There’s no 3D or
super-high refresh rate chicanery here,
just a big, edge-LED-lit LCD HDTV. The
biggest problem you might have is clearing
out ten feet or more in front of this mon-
ster to watch it properly — if you can call
that a problem.

YD) on Amazon

on Amazon



http://www.amazon.com/Premiere-Tcd758250-High-definition-Digital-Recorder/dp/B005TI1ILS/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/AQUOS-LC-80LE632U-80-LED-LCD-TV/dp/B005LYRYNG/&tag=engadget11-20

You might also like...

Optoma HD33

Optoma has a long history of bringing
home nicely spec’d projectors at sur-
prisingly low prices, and its latest effort
is the HD33. It sports 1,800 lumens of
brightness, new image processing and
is the least expensive model you’ll find
that can blast out 1080p 3D. Get ready
for some of the most epic sports, gam-
ing, and movie experiences available
this side of the cinema.

CITW L8 on Amazon

Panasonic TC-P&65VT30

Panasonic’s premiere plasma HDTVline
just keeps getting better, with improved
picture quality in 2D and 3D modes,
plus an adjustment for the rising blacks
that plagued earlier editions. The VT30
also includes Panasonic’s new Viera
Cast suite of internet apps for those so
inclined, but buyers are probably more

impressed by a picture that continues
to close in on the mighty Kuro, and ata  (gatkkad on-Amazon

much friendlier price.



http://www.amazon.com/Optoma-HD33-1080p-3D-Projector/dp/B005C982NG/&tag=engadget11-20
http://www.amazon.com/Panasonic-VIERA-TC-P65VT30-65-inch-Plasma/dp/B004NPND20/&tag=engadget11-20
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